
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

As I reflect on my year as LIHS president, I can’t help but be 
impressed by what our great group of volunteers were able to 
pull off.  It was another successful year despite the challenges 
of COVID.  Many visitors enjoyed the exhibits in “Short Stories: 
A Celebration of Island Life”.  Special thanks to Meredith Sweet 
for coordinating the historical island artifacts exhibit, Chris 
McDuffie and Linda Greene for Squidfest, and Nancy Berges for 
organizing the Shell Middens exhibit.  A special thank you to 
Karen Rea who did a fabulous job leading our summer 
programs which were all well attended and for spearheading 
the collage exhibit.  Now time to prepare for the 2023 season!  
Planned exhibits include the history of the sunken ships at the 
East End and a history of the Navy Barracks property built in 
1942 as part of the Naval Fuel Annex.  After the war, the land 
was conveyed by the United States to John S. Norton Sr. and Peter K. Lannon by a 1964 quitclaim deed.  Recently, 
the barracks changed hands and we are waiting for the re-birth of the property. For the exhibit, we would love to 
include your memories, stories and photos related to this property, including the pizza parlor/laundromat 
gatehouse, the barracks/living quarters, bowling alley, the clambakes, and the gymnasium. 

Since becoming the President, I have had the opportunity to interact with leaders of other museums throughout 
Maine.  Despite being a small group on an island,  our society maintains a professional archive of island artifacts 
and history, prepares annual exhibits, publishes articles, and provides excellent programming.   This is a team effort 
and can’t be sustained without our volunteer base.  New volunteers with great new ideas are always welcome! 

We have decided to change the style of our membership meetings to go back to our roots.  The LIHS was started 
in October 1995 with goals that included the documentation and preservation of the history of Long Island and the 
development of programs of interest to the public.   As we go forward, the business aspect of the meeting will be 
kept to a minimum so that we can focus on interesting stories and artifacts.  Topics and presenters will be published 
in the agendas, and we hope that you will join us!  The meetings will be held virtually throughout the winter so you 
can attend from just about anywhere! We want to hear your ideas about how we should shape the future of the 
LIHS. 

What is your story?  What brought you to Long Island Maine?  This is your Historical Society, and we can help 
you preserve your history for future generations of Long Islanders. 

Finally, my year as President will be coming to an end shortly, but I will continue to be involved as Past-President.  
I want to thank all the volunteers who are dedicated to preserving our island history and who continue to selflessly 
share their time and talents.  And if you have not yet had a chance to visit the LIHS in the Community Center, please 
plan to visit next summer- I know that you will be impressed!   
 
Cheryl Nickerson-Nutter, President, Long Island Historical Society 
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ANNUAL NEWSLETTER – JANUARY 2023 

Dr. Alice Kelly spoke to us about Casco Bay shell 

middens left by the Indigenous Peoples 



KIM CHASE – FOUNDING MEMBER 
 
Ann “Kim” Kimball Chase, 
founding member and first 
president of the Long Island 
Historical Society died 
September 2, 2022. Kim 
had great organizational 
skills, a real interest in 
preserving the history of 

the island, plus the ability to plan for the future. 
 

 
 
Early meetings were held at Kim’s home, the  

Old Homestead.  From the time of our first one-
day exhibit at the V.F.W. hall in July of 1996, she 
was busy planning future programs that would 
draw interest and increase membership.  

After resigning as president in August of 
1999, Kim continued to be one of our biggest 
cheerleaders and could be counted on to  

 

Kim introducing Lynn Feingold, 1996, the first 
VFW Hall Exhibit 

 
encourage support, both financial and through 
active participation.  We thank you, Kim, for all 
you did to make Society the success it is today. 

 

 

  
 

 

LIHS ANNUAL MEETING 
January 21, 2023 11:00 via Zoom 

Following the business meeting:  Presentation by Laurie Wood about the Boathouse 
 

Contact us at longislandhistory@hotmail.com to be added to the email notification list. 

ALL are welcome 

Kim visiting the Archives Room and exploring our 

PastPerfect search program for the first time. 
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Kim at the antique appraisal 

mailto:longislandhistory@hotmail.com


 

“As fine a view as Casco Bay affords, and they say 
the fishing is immense” 

 
 

    In 1885 the 7th Maine Association, representing the 
7th Maine Civil War Regiment, purchased land from 
Sarah Harrington to build a cottage on Long Island to 
hold reunions.  The cottage, called “Camp Connor”, 
sat on the bluff overlooking Fowler’s Beach.  The 
annual reunions served to unite “the veterans of the 
late war into one great family” and were held up until 
about 1912.  Dinners, speeches, and an annual 
“Ladies Day” were part of the reunion events.  

 
 
 
 
    The land where the cottage was located is now owned by 
Andrew True Card Junior.  His great-grandfather Eben True was 
one of the Trustees of the 7th Regiment Association when the 
property was purchased.  When the reunions petered out Eben 
bought out the remaining shareholders.  The land has 
remained in the family since then.  The cottage itself burned 
down in 1932 by children playing with firecrackers. 
 
    The 7th Maine Infantry regiment served from 1861 to 1864 in 
the Civil War. It fought in some of the well-known battles in the 
war, including Antietam and Gettysburg, where there a 
monument was erected to the regiment.  Unlike some of the 
other regiments, volunteers signed on for a full three-year 
period. About 15,505 men served, of whom 152 were killed in 
action, 19 died in Confederate prisoner-of-war camp, and 212 

died of diseases.  
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A portion of an article in the Portland 

 Daily News 8/24/1893.  

2022 VOLUNTEERS:  We want to thank everyone for their dedication and effort 
Trustees:  Deborah Fuller, John Davis, Nancy Berges 

Officers: President, Cheryl Nickerson-Nutter; Vice President, Karen Rea; Recording Secretary,  
Karen Grant; Corresponding Secretary, Linda Greene; Treasurer, Pierre Avignon 

Membership Chair: Marianne Kane 
Collections Committee: Meredith Sweet, Lynn LaMontagne, Karen Rea 

Program Chair: Karen Rea 
Friend of Long Island Cemeteries: Meredith Sweet 



The Appleton Hicks Floyd Family Story 
 

Descendants of Colonel Ezekiel Cushing settled on Long Island in the late 1700s, and many of their 
descendants are still living on the island today. The Floyd family is an example of this heritage.   Louisa Etta 
Cushing, daughter of Benjamin and Mary Ann Cushing and 3rd great-granddaughter to Colonel Ezekiel, married 
Appleton Hicks Floyd in 1861. We have no information on how they met, as Appleton was living in Gorham at 
the time and Louisa was living on Long Island.  Descendants of their son Horace Appleton intermarried with 
the Fowler, Doughty, and Kuntz families on the island, expanding the genealogical reach. Tracing the 
descendants of this marriage to today leads us to Michael Floyd, Jennifer nee Floyd Wood, and Andrew Floyd.  

Appleton Hicks Floid (Floyd) was born in Gorham, ME on April 22, 1838, to Isaac and Susan nee Hicks Floid.  
His birth certificate and the 1850 Census when he was 12 years old gives his last name as Floid.  The last name 
on his father Isaac’s birth certificate is Flood, the same as Isaac’s father Morrison. By the 1860 Census Appleton 
and his parents were listed as Floyd.  It is interesting to speculate how the name change came about.  Perhaps 

from the Census taker mishearing their last name? This is a good 
example of how fluid name spellings were in the 1700 and 1800s. 
Appleton is listed on the 1860 Census as a brick layer.  Two of his 
much older brothers are also listed on the 1850 census as masons, 
so this seems to have been a family trade.   

Louisa Cushing and Appleton were married on May 6, 1861, three 
days after he enlisted in the 1st Maine Civil War Regiment. President 
Abraham Lincoln had called for one infantry regiment to be formed 
in Maine. The regiment served three months in Washington DC but 
never saw active combat and was mustered out on August 5, 1861.  
Appleton became a Portland policeman after this, and he and Louisa 
settled in on Long Island.  Sadly, Appleton died of a heart attack on 
August 6, 1865 while transporting a prisoner in Portland. Their son 
Horace Appleton was born in January 1866, five 
months after his father’s death.  The 1870 
census has Horace, age 4, living with his 
grandparents Benjamin and Mary Ann Cushing.  

We don’t know how long or why he stayed with them except that in the 1870 Census 
Louisa Floyd is listed as living in South Boston, MA with Sylvester Knox, George Knox, and 
B Cushing.  By the 1880 census Louisa and Sylvester are listed as married, with son Horace 
and two daughters Carry and Emily. Sylvester died prior to 1900, and Louisa retook Floyd 
as her last name.  She is buried next to Appleton in the Evergreen Cemetery in Portland, 
ME. 

On August 20, 1887, Horace Floyd married Annie E. Neal.  In the 1887 City of Portland Directory Horace 
was listed as being a mason, and boarding with “B Cushing, Long Island” They had six children: James Henry, 
William Wood Appleton, Charles Edward, Etta Louisa, and twins Elisha C.O. and Harold E. Floyd.  We know 
that they lived on Floyd Street although in the 1900 census they are listed as living on Island Avenue.  Horace 
died September 5, 1913, and Annie died in 1946.  Both are buried in the Forest City Cemetery, Portland, Me. 

Horace and Annie’s youngest son Harold E. Floyd was born in 1903 along with his twin Elisha.  According 
to the Portland City Directory, he worked as a laborer until 1935, and then became a fisherman.  Harold 
married Ella Doughty, daughter of Elwin Gott and Nettie Margaret Doughty from the island.  Elwin was also a 
fisherman.  Harold and Ella had two children:  Edith and William Appleton. Ella and Harold divorced, and she 
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married Herbert Jacobsen. Harold died in 1947 and Ella in 1998.  Ella is 
buried in the Pine Grove Cemetery in Falmouth. 
      Harold and Ella’s son William Appleton was born on April 1st, 1926 on 
Long Island. After serving in the Coast Guard in WW II, he worked as a 
fisherman on Long Island as his father had. On June 27, 1953, he married 
Laurie DelRe, also from the island. William and Laurie lived on the island 
in the summer and spent winters either in South Portland or Cape 
Elizabeth.     Together they had three children: Michael, Jennifer nee Floyd 
Wood, and Andrew. They eventually divorced, and Laurie married Robert 
Brayley. Michael and Jennifer still live on Long Island where Michael is a 
fisherman and Jennifer an artist. Andrew lives in Los Angeles.  
    Harold’s sister Etta Louise, born in 1895, married Woodbury Fowler 
from the island in 1913.  He was a fisherman and also took tour groups 
out on his boat. Their children were: Louise Annie, Frederick Appleton, 
Franklin, Charles, Ellery, and Robert.  Woodbury died in 1932.  In the 

1940 Census, Etta is listed as living with 
her children as well as “Samuel Kuntz, a 
boarder”. Etta and Samuel were 
married in 1943 but had no children 
together.  Samuel was a descendant 
of Colonel Ezekiel Cushing through 
his mother Charlotte nee Cushing 
Kuntz.  Interestingly, his sister was 
Sarah nee Kuntz Teague. According 
to the 1940 census, the Kuntz and 
Fowler families were neighbors.  
     In the small world of families on Long Island, Charles Loring Cushing, father 

of Charlotte nee Cushing Kuntz, was the uncle of Louisa Etta nee Cushing Floyd, 

married to Appleton Hicks Floyd.  There are many, many other families that are 

interconnected in the same way. 

 

 

 
WILLARD ULMER PAINTINGS - FUNDRAISER 

 
Thanks to Willard Ulmer for the donation of 31 of his paintings and the 
generous support of the Long Island community, both the Library and the 
Historical Society divided almost $5800 from a silent bid fund raiser held at 
the Dodwell Gallery this past summer. 

One of the happiest high bidders was Henry Urban-Mangun who got to take 
home his very own seagull painting.  Henry had just spent a week exploring 
the island beaches while staying with his mother and father at the West End 
cottage belonging to his grandparents Anne and Harry Urban.  

 
 

Woodbury Fowler, with an 

 unknown boy.   

  Visit our webpage: Longislandhistoricalsociety.com 
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William Appleton Floyd in his Coast 

Guard Uniform.  

Casco Bay Breeze July 10, 1913 

file:///C:/Users/karen/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/NFZIGI4B/longislandhistoricalsociety.com


KISMET: The Story of an Island Cottage 
 

 By Mary McGrath: 
The Kismet cottage dates from the early 1900’s when it was built by 

Dr. William L. MacVane Sr. for his bride Bertha nee Achorn.  Their sons 
Dr. William MacVane and John MacVane sold it to John and Mary 
McGrath in 1959.  As Mary said, “We were living in Portland and were 
friends with John Norton and Paul Thornton.  John called and told us 
about the property being for sale. The property went down to the shore, 
and at the time also went all the way back to Cushing Street, behind the 
cottages on Island Ave. We would go to the cottage as soon as school was 
out and stay until it started again in the fall. There was no phone, no car, 
we walked everywhere.  I played bridge a lot, and the kids hung out with 
other island kids on the West End.  Fowler’s Beach was where we spent 
a lot of time, with me playing bridge on the beach and the children off on 
their own on the beach.  Ellen and her friends especially liked to slide 
down the sand hill across the street from the beach (seen in the photo 
behind the children). After I became widowed and the children were 
older and in college, I sold the cottage to the Casco Bay Land Company, 
associated with King Resources.  They allowed us to rent it back for a few years.  We tried to buy the cottage back, 
but King Resources would not sell it back to us, so we bought our current cottage just below Wicked Corner on 
Island Ave.” The property was eventually owned by the Northland Realty Company. 
 
By Candice Dale 

“I first came to Long Island in the summer of 1981 to visit my friends Tim 
and Irene (Honey) Honey in their newly purchased yellow cottage, Sunny 
Cliff, in the West End.  Later summers we rented the Honey cottage and 
sometimes the Driscoll cottage for summer vacations from New Hampshire.  
In the summer of 1988, my then husband John Malmberg and I began to look 
for a spot to purchase of our own on Long Island.   We met with Lynn 
Pederson, who was the development director for Northland Development 
Company at the time, in a cottage she and her family had purchased from 
Northland and were renovating for their own summer cottage.  We were 
sitting in her living room, looking over maps showing the available Northland 
Development sites on the coast of the East End.    The idea of buying land, 
clearing it, building a long road, a cottage, a septic system and a well deep in the woods near the sea but far from 

any town road seemed  daunting to me.  I looked around the cottage 
where we were meeting and asked Lynn if she would ever consider 
selling this particular cottage near Fowler’s Beach.  She quickly said no, 
but the next day she called and asked us to make her an offer.  We 
purchased 19 Island Avenue from her in the fall of 1988. 

It’s fun to remember the story of how it got its name.  The cottage 
had no name when we bought it, and my former husband and I could 
not agree on one.  When the cottage became mine after the divorce 
in 2012-13, I named it Kismet, which means “destiny” in Turkish.  I had 
lived in Izmir, Turkey in high school with my family (Army) and always 
loved the name, which was often used for hotel names over there.” 

The cottage when purchased in 1988 

Front: John, Ellen, Mary & Paul McGrath; 

Rear: Ann & Jack McGrath, Blanchard 

cousin at Fowler’s Beach 
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After additions, 2022 



 
 

 

It takes a lot of people to mount an exhibit! 
Researching – Producing - Mounting 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Berges & Steve Hart hang 

the Collage Quilt by Beth Marchak 

Ralph Sweet & Karen Rea prepare 

the dance poster for hanging 

Are you interested in 
helping out behind the 

scenes next year? 
We would very much appreciate 

your involvement 
Contact us at: 

longislandhistory@hotmail.com 
Sandra Glynn does research for the  

Beach Avenue House exhibit 

Linda Greene prepares 

the Squid Fest exhibit 

Nancy Berges with guests at the Opening 

Reception 

Ralph Sweet, Marylin Connor & 

Nancy Berges work on the 

Middens exhibit 
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New members 2022: 
 
Carol Starbird Bean 
Beth and William Beermen 
Mike & Beth Brundige & Family 
Brian Dudley & Sandra Glynn 
Michael & Jean Hale 
John & Toby Kilgore 
Robert & Kathi Lovell 
David & Hope Madsen 
Renee & Matt Massaua 
 

In Memoriam: 
We remember those members 
who died in 2022: 
 
Dolores “Laurie” DelRe Brayley* 
Ann “Kim” Kimball Chase* 
Annie Donovan 
Gail Houlihan 
Sharon Marr* 
Madeline Mitchell 
Ruth E. Sutherland 
Sarah Teague 
 
*Charter Member 
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Inquires and comments 
Do you have a question or a comment about an 

aspect of Long Island’s  

history, or something you’d like to share with us?  

Send us an email: 

longislandhistory@hotmail.com 

 

Long Island Historical Society 

www.longislandhistoricalsociety.com  

Ford Reiche shared with us the 

fascinating story of his restoration 

of the Halfway Rock Lighthouse 

Joseph & Jane Miller 
John and Karen Murphy 
Jodie Packard 
Karen & Richard Popkin 
Karen Simmons 
Robert Stack 
Yaphank Historical Society 
Karen & Frank Zahradka 
 

 

Perched midway across the mouth of Casco Bay on a barren 
ledge of two acres, Halfway Rock Light Station is a remote, 
wave-swept beacon, nearly inaccessible and totally exposed 
to the ravages of Mother Nature. Built in 1871 to guide 
mariners approaching Portland Harbor, the lighthouse was 
staged until it was automated in 1976. Thereafter, 
maintenance was limited to the bare essentials required to 
keep the light and foghorn functioning. Declared surplus 
government property in 2014, Halfway Rock Light Station 
was offered at auction and purchased by Ford Reiche in 
2015. Since then he has completely restored the Light 
Station  
                       http://halfwayrock.com   

preserving the past, 

documenting the present, 

archiving for the future 
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