
   

 

Despite the continued presence of the Coronavirus pandemic, the Historical Society has been able to have 
a normal program year.  Meetings have resumed in person, although we are meeting  
during the winter months via Zoom to make it easier for off-island folks to participate.  Two very  
successful summer programs were presented and, after a year’s hiatus, a new exhibit was  
mounted in our museum space.  Our summer theme became focused on families, with the exhibit  
featuring the Brown family and their WWII tower, island made articles, families buried in the  
Apple Tree Hill Cemetery, and the Ferguson family horseshoe tournaments.  The program about  
being a Mayflower descendant generated a lot of interest in researching family history, and the program 
Lobstering: A Family Tradition drew an overflow crowd to hear more about lobstering yesterday, today 
and tomorrow.  This year we have received several donations to add to our  
collection. Think of us before you toss any old letters, receipts, newspaper articles, or just old “stuff” that 
has an island connection. 

This marks the end of my fourth year as President of the Society.  A lot has happened in those four years.  
From hosting the dedication of the new flagpole in honor of Angus McDuffie to kicking off the 25th  
anniversary celebration of the Town, we have remained very busy. We sponsored the performance of the 
Olde Howard Troupe and gave the Irish Ambassador Daniel Mulhall and Consul General of Boston Laoise 
Moore a rousing reception.  Three exhibits were mounted, field trips, and other summer programs  
organized, and we welcomed the members of both the 
Cliff Island and Chebeague Island Historical Societies as 
our guests.  Many new donations have been processed, 
and we have learned how to conduct meetings via Zoom.  
A webpage was created and a membership drive headed 
up by  Katharine    Stewart and Marianne Kane has been 
very successful.  Challenges await us as we move into 
2022 and beyond.  Whether as a one-time commitment or 
as an ongoing  volunteer, won’t you step up to the plate?  
Elsewhere in the newsletter you’ll find  information about 
volunteer opportunities.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Rea, President 

 

LIHS memberships are due January 2022          $10 Individual  $15 Family 

PO Box 281, Long Island, ME 04050 

Note: If you joined between September - December, your membership is active through December 31, 2022. 

John Davis helps Greg Brown and David Richard 
transport a marble top dresser they  

donated to our collection  
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The Tower in the 1960s 

Brown’s Tower was built by the Army in the early 1940s as a “fire control tower”.  It was designed to 

locate enemy vessels and provide the coordinates to the gun batteries for firing at them.  The Tower was 

one of many in Casco Bay and along the East and West Coasts.  The Brown family purchased the property 

in 1971 and has spent the past 50 years cleaning up and improving it. These photos are from our 2022 

summer exhibit.

Aerial view of the Tower with the 
Brown home in the 1980s. The home 
was built on top of the Tower  
Administrative Building. 

John & Towanda Brown 1971 
on top of the tower 

Clay model of the 
tower, made by 
Towanda Brown 

Long Island School children 
viewing an exhibit: Travis   
Monroe, August Luedke & 
Mateo Momnie 

Members of the Brown family L-R: 
Patrick & Craig Dagan, Roxy & Gary Crabtree,  

Emma Chase, Evelyn & Katrina Dagan 

View from the 6th floor window, where 
the WW II telescopes were located 

John & Grace McVane 
Brown with son John Jr. 
Grace was from the 
island and the family 
spent many summers 
here.  In 1971 John Jr. 
purchased the Tower 
property with his  
mother-in-law Ethel 
Bowers. His wife  
Florence didn’t know 
about the purchase 
until after it was made! 

Brown’s Tower and More 

  Visit our webpage: Longislandhistoricalsociety.com 

longislandhistoricalsociety.com
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 Portland Daily Press, 11/26/1889 

A November 1889 issue of the Portland Daily Press 

contained an article about the possibility of developing 

a railroad on Long Island.  While there isn’t room for 

the entire article here, the key points are included to 

the right.  The railroad “would be built around the  

extreme shore of the island, doing as little damage as 

possible to the uplands”, and “have double deck  

observatory cars”.  By 1889 the Granite Springs Hotel, 

Dirigo House, and the Casco Bay House were open for 

guests.  From the article it is clear that island leaders 

were  thinking about how to handle the  

increasing number of visitors.  The names of those 

attending the meeting are very familiar to today’s  

families: MacVane, Cushing, Hughey, Rich, Clark, and 

more. This endeavor was based on a similar one on 

Peaks Island.  Nothing ever came of a railroad on  

either island, but it certainly is interesting to imagine 

what it would have looked like! 

This article is from the subscription based website  

Genealogybank.com that provides access to hundreds 

of newspapers nationwide, some dating back to the 

1690s.   

     A Railroad for Long Island? 

 2022 SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR ELECTION 

     President: Cheryl Nickerson-Nutter         Vice-President: Karen Rea 

     Treasurer: Tim Honey           Corresponding Secretary: Linda Greene 

      Recording Secretary: Karen Grant         Trustee: Nancy Berges 

Of interest to many of this past year’s visitors was the Island Made 

exhibit that included a selection from our permanent  

collection and a few promised gifts of books, handwork, art,  

photography and crafts made by islanders.   As this collection  

continues to grow, we will be substituting new donations for the  

artifacts on display.  Please do keep us in mind if you are lucky 

enough to have created or own an Island Made object. 

Ann Justice looking at the sweater made by Muriel Gomez for her father 
John Justice.  Ann's sister Marie Harmon donated the sweater from their 
mother Mary Justice's collection. 

Genealogybank.com
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             We need YOU! 

As an all volunteer organization we rely on members to carry on our activities. There are many  

opportunities for volunteers, short-term and long-term, remote or in-person. It’s a great way to get to 

know your island community and it’s history! Here are just a few of the ways you can help:    

• Sharing the story of your connection to the island 

• Researching topics such as events, cottages, families 

• Planning programs or working on exhibits 

• Scanning photos & articles 

• Entering items into our search database 

• Conducting oral histories in person or via Zoom 

          Let us know how YOU can help!  

Shell Middens:  
A Clue to Abenaki Presence in Casco Bay 

You may have heard the term shell midden and wondered what it means. It simply is a pile of discarded 
oyster and clam shells and may contain stone tools, animal and fish bones, arrowheads, pottery shards and 
other clues to the presence of members of the Abenaki tribe of the Wabanaki Nation, People of the  
Dawnland. 

These indigenous people traveled throughout Casco Bay in canoes or dugouts during the warmer months 
to harvest shellfish, pick berries, hunt wildlife and fish. They brought their teepees with them, leaving their 
less transportable long houses behind on the mainland, where wildlife was more abundant during the  
winter months. Research places their arrival here over 10,000 years ago. After the arrival of the Europeans 
in the 1600s, the Abenaki lost their connection to the coast as they were displaced and marginalized. 

The shell middens that remain are located along the shoreline of the islands in Casco Bay. They are at great 
risk of erosion as a result of the rising sea level, caused by melting glaciers and thermal expansion. Their 
location is not available to the general public, as well as any data collected from the monitoring of these 
sites. To learn more about shell middens and how they may be monitored, you will find more information 
at middenminders@maine.edu. 

           2021 VOLUNTEERS:  We want to thank everyone for their dedication and effort 

Trustees: Marianne Kane, Cheryl Nickerson-Nutter, John Davis 

Officers: President, Karen Rea; Vice President, Katharine Stewart; Recording Secretary,  

Deborah Fuller; Corresponding Secretary, Nancy Noble; Treasurer, Pierre Avignon 

Membership Chair: Marianne Kane 

Collections Committee: Meredith Sweet, Lynn LaMontagne, Karen Rea 

Program Chair: Karen Rea 

Friend of Long Island Cemeteries: Meredith Sweet 

Linda McCann scanning LICA 
newsletters 

mailto:middenminders@maine.edu
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Notes from our collection 

Every business and organization has suffered from the frustrations and cancellations associated with the 

COVID pandemic, but thanks to our volunteers and the generosity of our donors, the Long Island Historical 

Society’s collection continues to grow and enhance our exhibits.  

The Eastern Avenue Sunset cottage was built in 1907 for Katie Swendeman Davis and her brother Fred 

Swendeman on land purchased from Emma Horr in 1906.  The Davis and Swendeman families have been the 

source of many photos, journals, and artifacts that help us to understand the island as it was in the early 20th 

century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we have received a folding crib that was used in the cottage 

from the 1930s until the 1980s, as well as a glass dish in the shape of a 

stove with a hot iron for a handle.  

Internet research revealed that the amber pressed glass dish was  

actually intended to hold butter.  The Corning Glass Museum website 

has a photograph of a similar dish made by King, Son & Company of  

Pittsburgh, PA., ca. 1880-1889.  The curator at the Corning Glass  

Museum referred us  to The Early American Pattern Glass Society  

website, where we could determine if ours was an original.  

The L.G. Glass Company, which bought the molds, made 

reproductions with a daisy button pattern on the bottom.  

The one in our collection has a grid pattern on the 

bottom, confirming that the artifact recently donated by 

Marion Davis Ulmer and used as a candy dish up until the 

1950s in the Sunset Cottage is indeed an original.   

 

LIHS ANNUAL MEETING 

January 15, 2022 11:00 via Zoom 

Following the business meeting:  

Memories of an Island Childhood, by Marianne Kane and Patti Drew Brown 

Katie with grandchildren Fred,  

Richard & Marion Davis, 1937 

View from the water 1940 Sunset Cottage 1910 
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Another long-time member, Lloyd Momborquette, has donated his many years of World War II Casco Bay 

related research and the propeller from a drone flown in the Bay.  Lloyd provided a Wikepedia article  

containing a photo of a government Radioplane OQ2 target drone and the interesting story of Norma Jean 

Dougherty, a worker at the plant who was asked by Army Photographer David Conover to be  

photographed with a propeller.  That was the beginning of her modeling career and many of you will  

recognize her as Marilyn Monroe! 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Friends of Long Island Cemeteries 
It has been just over a year since a small group of  

island volunteers began work to repair damage from 

a wind storm in the fall of 2020 at Apple Tree Hill 

Cemetery.  Working on Saturday mornings from 9:00 

to 10:30, a small miracle began to take place. 

As volunteers worked to remove invasive plants and 

reset the monuments, David Johnson shared family 

history of those buried in the cemetery, not only with 

his sons Michael and Nathan, but also with his grand-

children who came along to help.  By Memorial Day 

exercises we could all feel pride in our efforts.  

 

 

Heavy spring rains and tree roots are impacting cement  

surrounds on some of the family plots. The Town will have the 

trees removed and then address the repair of the surrounds.  

The Selectmen are also 

moving forward to  

accept the generous  

donation from Maureen 

Thomas of a lot abutting 

the cemetery.  The cemetery work is ongoing and we welcome all 

those who wish to help. 

L-R: John Davis, Meredith Sweet, Nancy Berges, Nathan John-

son, Brad Brown, Aran Johnson, David  Johnson, Devon Johnson 
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Long Island Homes that became casualties of World War II 

When the government came to the island during World War II, residents along the north shore in the  

center of the island were given two weeks to get out of their homes and then those cottages were  

bulldozed into the bay to make way for the Naval Fuel Annex.  At the time Dick Rockett and Bob and  

Warren Brayley were working together to build a model of what that area of the island looked like before 

the war, members of the Historical Society visited the National Archives in Waltham, MA and copied the 

real estate records made by the government. 

We are now gathering information in preparation for future exhibits of structures on the north shore, at 

the east end, on Bunny Hop Road, and near New Hill Cemetery that were taken by eminent domain  

during World War II and the families that owned them.  If you have photos or knowledge of these  

properties and their owners, we would very much like to hear from you at  

longislandhistory@hotmail.com. 

 

 

 

National Archives Records Administration real estate 

photo of the Wilson cottage purchased by James Gray 

and his wife Flora as an investment.  Later the  

property was taken by eminent domain to build the  

Naval Fuel Annex . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This photo is part of a wealth of  

information shared by Mimi Katz of her  

Wilson/Ballard family relations who     

summered on Long Island from 1910 

until 1930. 

 

 

about:blank
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New members: 
Bourguignon Family 

Betsy Brayley 

Greg Brown & David Richard 

Gail & Em Burnett 

Paul Caliandro & Family 

Tim & Judy Churchard 

Richard & Robin Clarke 

Daniel Cushing & Jeanne  Labelle 

Candace Dale & Jim Schine 

Timothy & Christine Day 

Drymala Family 

Peter & Kathy Dodwell 

Deborah Donovan 

Michael & Jean Hale 

Rocki & Terri Horr 

Marie  Harmon 

Craig & Denise Johnson 

David and Paula Johnson 

Michael & Kay Johnson Family 

Steven & Diana Johnson 

Steve & Ann Kremer 

Beth Limerick & William Beerman  

Henry & Kimberly MacVane 

Lynn Manderson 

Clark & Janet McMillion 

Ron & Susan Pedro & Family 

David & Barbara Ramey 

Karen Simmons 

Linda & Jim Shiminski 

Eric & Avona Stewart 

Jack & Lisa Sullivan 

Carol Welu & Richard Surrey 

Randy & Sharon Wetzel 

In Memoriam: 
We remember those members 

who died in 2021: 

Virginia Golden 

Boyd Herbert Drake 

Philip Kelly 

Cora Ellen Moody 

Dr. Richard Reece (2020) 

Paul “Pete” Richmond 

Carl Silveri 

Paul Stevens 

Sarah Teague 

Paul Watts 

And supporter:  

Ellen Nixon Sorg 

Inquires and comments 

Do you have a question or a comment 

about an aspect of Long Island’s  

history, or something you’d like to share 

with us?  Send us an email: 

longislandhistory@hotmail.com 

 preserving the past, documenting 
the present, archiving for the future 

In 1945, Arnold Perkins brought his family 

to Long Island where he had secured a job 

with the  Navy as a heavy equipment  

operator  working at the Fuel Annex.      

Arnold’s son Forest Perkins visited the 

island this past summer and shared with 

us the photo of the 1948 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 

grade classes at the then new govern-

ment built Long Island School.  Doris  

Ricker Wood, Newell Stewart, Edgar Drew 

and Ann Marie Gomez Cady helped to 

identify the students.   

Back row: L -R: Elliott Ricker, Jim Morelli, Dixie Naugler, Margo 

Coyne 

Middle row: L-R: Wayne Ladd, ?, Peter Gomez, Ann  

Marie Gomez Cady, ? 

Front row: L-R: Newell Stewart, Betty Rich Egan, Priscilla Coyne, 

Forest Perkins, Larry Parker,  Wayne Stewart 

Correction to the 2021 Newsletter:  

Peter Larned Clarke was the brother of  

Dorothy nee Clarke Harvey, 1929-2007. 

mailto:longislandhistory@hotmail.com

