
 

Dear Members: 

Twenty-five years ago with initial support of the Long 
Island Civic Association, in October 1995 a group of 

islanders met to establish a historical society on Long 
Island.  A lot has been accomplished over the past 
years, all through the efforts of enthusiastic volun-

teers. We now are able to maintain a searchable data-
base of our collection, mount exhibits and safely store 
donated materials in a temperature and humidity   

controlled space at the Long Island Learning Center.  
Moving into the next decade, we face both new and 
old challenges.  Your contributions and participation 

are vital to the health of our organization. 

Even though we have not been able to meet face-to-

face because of the pandemic, we have been working    

behind the scenes to capture the impact of this event 

on our island life: businesses, school, recreation,    

social gatherings, health care. The full range of LICA 

listserv COVID-19 messages, photographs, and per-

sonal stories have been added to our collection for   

future generations of researchers.  We would love to 

add the story of how this has affected you and your 

family.  It is important to record what is happening 

this year and how it affects our moving forward. 

We are using current   

technology to access our     

database to work from 

home.  Although there 

have been no in-person 

meetings or events, we 

continue to meet via 

Zoom to carry on     

business. We hope to  

 

build expertise in utilizing this technology for work, 

especially in the areas of videotaping and editing.  We 

are always looking for individuals to help with our 

various activities. Processing newly donated objects, 

scanning and numbering written materials already in 

the collection, planning community programs,        

interviewing community members, assisting with 

planning,  editing video recordings, helping with   

planning the summer exhibit, and becoming an officer 

are some of the roles for volunteers.   

Additional initiatives this past year include recording 

oral histories, contacting home sellers and new     

owners about donating unwanted items and creating a 

Friends of Long Island Cemeteries Committee to care 

for our three established cemeteries.  Watch for news 

on these initiatives in the coming year. 

Looking ahead to the coming year, at this point we 

have no idea how the pandemic will play out.  We are 

going ahead with planning for the 2021 summer      

exhibit, focusing on the Brown family’s stewardship 

of the WW II Observation Tower in their backyard.  

We look forward to seeing everyone again in the  

coming year. 

Karen Rea, President, Long Island Historical Society 

Our November 2020 Zoom  

Meeting 
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When the pandemic abruptly shut down the Community Center and our ability to use the Processing Room in 

our exhibit space, I made use of AnyDesk software and began to work from home. Pierre Avignon had already 

set up a connection between the PR computer and the one in the Archive Room.  Without hands-on access to 

all our records and artifacts, I decided to look at material that had been entered into our PastPerfect computer 

software search program and to enhance and correct data added by volunteers over the past twenty-two years. 

I came across a slide that had been donated by     

Marion Davis Ulmer in 2019. The image shows    

Polly Clarke watching as Jeff Ulmer raises the 

American flag in July 1967.  Now Clarke is an island 

name, but I had never heard of a Polly, and just why 

did we have a photo of her in our collection?  I 

called Marion who remembered that Polly’s husband 

had worked with Marion’s father at Monsanto and 

also that they had one son and a daughter named 

Dorothy.  She asked if I had ever heard of a Dot 

Larned?  Well now I knew the building in the back-

ground was in Beach Cove.  I tried checking census 

material for the Larned family and hit a lot of dead 

ends. 

 

It wasn’t until I started searching deeds online at the Cumberland County website that I came across a probate 

record for a Charlotte L. Larned, (who owned what would be named “Gram’s View” in Beach Cove) and her 

three daughters: Dorothy Larned (who purchased “Rock of Ages” from George Hutchins around 1945), Con-

stance Ashworth, wife of G. Fred, and Priscilla Clarke, wife of John.  So “Polly” was Priscilla (1893-1978)!  

Further research revealed that their children were Peter Larned Clarke and Dorothy nee Clarke Harvey, wife of 

Kenneth and together the next owners of “Gram’s View”. The cottage stayed in the family until 2014 when 

Dorothy and Kenneth’s sons Paul and Jay sold it to LIHS members David Backman and Kathy Kellerman, 

who undertook and completed a major 

renovation.  Chris McDuffie put me in 

touch with Jay and he shared family   

photos that have been added to our     

collection. 

I became further interested in the 

Hutchins family as I continued to search 

the deeds in Beach Cove.   I discovered 

that beginning in 1906 George, a        

lawyer, and his brother Fred, who dealt       

in Real Estate, began purchasing land in      

the Beach Cove area.     

Charlotte nee Hull Larned          Dorothy Larned      Dorothy nee Clarke Harvey 
          1859—1953             1891—1994                  1929—2007 

LIHS ANNUAL MEETING 
January 16, 2021 11:00 via Zoom 

Contact us at longislandhistory@hotmail.com to be added to the email notification list. 
ALL members are invited to attend. 

Notes on Our Collection 
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Fred continued to buy land and eventually the Hutchins family would own four cottages in Beach Cove and 

sell the lots for several others both there and on the North Shore.  Fred and George named Messalonskee Road 

for the Belgrade Lakes area where they grew up.  Fred also named the cottage he built, at the western end of 

Beach Cove, the “Messalonskee”.  

Earlier this year I was shown a postcard from the Anil and Gloria Melwani Family Collection in hopes that I 

could identify the structure in the image.  I immediately recognized it as the “Messalonskee” cottage.  It     

wasn’t until I began to research Fred and George’s family that I realized I might just be able to name the    

people as well.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was able to find one of Fred’s sons Linwood N. Hutchins pictured in a 1923 Portland High School yearbook 

that was available on Ancestry.com.  But Fred and his wife Emma had another older son Charles “Kenneth” 

Hutchins (Sr.) and three daughters – Marion, Hazel, and Doris.  I looked at deeds, Find A Grave images,   

census reports, family trees, and draft records with the help of Familysearch.org.  When I visited Greg Brown 

and David Richard at their "Echo" cottage I had a chance to see family photographs Greg's mother Natalie 

Hutchins had preserved and identified and learned so much more about the Hutchins family.  

  

 

Having established the year the Messalonskee cottage land was purchased, studying both the birth order of the 

children and the clothes that were worn in the postcard image, I could now compare that with the photographs 

of adult family members and make a positive identification.  Pictured in the postcard left to right are Charles 

"Kenneth", Marion, Hazel, and their mother Emma Hutchins. 
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Fred  L. Hutchins      Emma J. Hutchins        Marion E. Hutchins       Hazel Hutchins (Wilson)    C. “Kenneth” Hutchins Sr 

    (1869-1938)                  (1864-1957)                      (1894-1987)                          (1897 -1979)                          (1899-1979) 

NOTE: LIHS memberships are due January 1, 2021      $10 Individual  $15 Family 

PO Box 281, Long Island, ME 04050 
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Hazel was a librarian and author.  You may have read her book The Red Dory that is based on Long Island.  
Another book Herbert is based on Greg and his brother Kevin Brown.  Marion was a teacher.  There was one 

other daughter named Doris and another son Linwood Norton Hutchins.  

In ca. 1940, Charles “Kenneth” Sr.  and his wife 
Helen built a honeymoon cottage of their own that 
they called “Keewaydin”.  Their children Arlene 

Hutchins Watson; Natalie Hutchins Brown (later 
Johnson) and Charles “Kenneth” Hutchins Jr. had 
many happy memories of time spent there.   

The cottage is now owned by Peg Libby. 

 

 

 

 

Fred’s brother George built “Rock of Ages”.  Linwood’s son Otis shared this photo (below) of that cottage 

with the Historical Society in 2002.  For years it was known for the large rhododendron that grew in front of 

the porch.  

Charles Parker Hutchins, George’s son 

by his first wife Cassie, sits on the porch 

railing at the left.  George and his 

daughter Georgene are seated on the 

steps.  Georgene’s mother, who was 

George’s second wife, Ellen “Louise” 

stands next to the railing with the dark 

jacket.  The others pictured are not   

family members.  “Rock of Ages” was 

sold to Dorothy Larned in 1945. 

 

Websites used in this research project:    

FamilySearch.org; Ancestry.com; Cumberland County Maine Deed Search at i2a.uslandrecords.com/

ME/Cumberland/D/Default.aspx  

When you take photos of family members, make hard copies of digital images and remember to identify each 

person and the date the photo was taken. 

Meredith Dyer Sweet, Collections Committee 

Do YOU  know about the LIHS website? 

Visit us at www.longislandhistoricalsociety.com for 

the latest information on programs and exhibits. 

L-R:  Arlene,  Natalie and   C. Kenneth Jr. 

  1923-2010   1925-2010      1930-2020                     .       Linwood N. Hutchins    
PHS  1923                            

http://www.longislandhistoricalsociety.com
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The Power of Oral Histories 
For thousands of years, history and traditions have been handed down from one generation to the next 

through the telling of stories.  These stories are a powerful presence in the life of a community.  The Long 

Island Historical Society has recorded the histories of islanders over 

the years to keep alive the way life was in the past and to interpret 

various events on the island. Evolving technology has changed the 

way we interview.  Initially, oral histories were recorded on audio 

tapes as well as being handwritten.  From there we moved into       

videotaping interviews.  The technology for recording has changed 

from VCR tapes to mini-DVD tapes. Now digital memory cards  

allow us to easily load interviews onto a computer for storage. The 

COVID-19 pandemic led us to experiment with the absolute latest 

technology: the use of Zoom to record an interview for storage on the 

Historical Society computer.  This is by far the easiest way to capture 

a story, and we look forward to reaching out to more islanders to do this in the coming year.                                                                             

Over the past 18 months, we have conducted interviews with Don Cushing, the Brown family, Sarah Teague, 

Catlin Byers, Penny Murley, and Lisa Kimball.  We are interested in hearing from anyone who has a story to 

tell, current or past, old or young, year-round or summer resident.  It is particularly important to record      

varying viewpoints on significant events to give a more fully rounded interpretation of history.  So, please 

say “yes” if approached to tell your story.  Don’t wait for us to approach you. We would love to have you 

reach out and volunteer to tell the story of your family on the island, the history of your cottage or business, 

your participation in an island event, or just reminiscing about life in general.  

Friends of Long Island Cemeteries 
In October strong winds uprooted trees in   

Apple Tree Hill Cemetery, separating grave 

stones from bases, causing other stones to 

lean    precariously, and destroying the fence 

at the lower end of the cemetery.  This       

acerbated six years of neglect that has        

exposed sunken graves, as well as the road 

side fence and grave stones in need of repair. 

   

The New Hill Cemetery and the private Woodbury Burial Ground on Winterview Lane also need attention, 

although conditions there are not as critical as those in Apple Tree.  A new committee has been organized 

under the Historical Society to correct this situation.  We have joined the Maine Old Cemetery Association 

and will look to them for guidance on how to proceed.  Committee members are documenting current       

conditions so that priority can be given to the most serious situations and we 

will try to contact families before beginning work on any grave. 

The roadside fence at Apple Tree will be one of the first projects undertaken 

by volunteers. Ralph Sweet and Brad Brown are shown assessing the          

condition of the fence in late November.  There will be many ways to help in 

this ongoing project. If you are interested in participating, contact Meredith at 

longislandhistory@hotmail.com. 

Cailin Byers being interviewed by Karen Rea  
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 Twenty-five years of collecting, exhibits, programs, and field trips 

Our first meeting was held on October 28, 1995 when fourteen people gathered at Kim Chase’s home to   

decide what the Long Island Historical Society was going to 

be all about.  By January we were incorporated and on July 

16, 1996 we held our first exhibit at the V.F.W. Hall. 

The first exhibit, titled Now and Then, was an effort to make 

others aware of the variety of materials we would be        

collecting and to stimulate interest in documenting the     

history of the island.    

Appliance boxes were donated by Laurie Wildes Wood and 
Joanne and Paul Stevens. Elizabeth Burke and Meredith 

Sweet taped the corners and painted the cardboard a deep 
blue with paint donated by Frank Duley. Phyllis Greene was 
there every step of the way encouraging and making sure we 

got our history right.                                                                                                  

Judy Paolini and Jim Thibault offered scanning services and produced the poster for the exhibit that was 
based on a photograph loaned by Marion Ulmer from the Davis Family Collection.  Fred Swendeman is 

shown rowing with his son George off the eastern shore of Long Island.  Our logo 
is also based on this photograph. 

Ralph Sweet made the barrier stands and provided a copy machine and paper to  

duplicate photos and documents for display.   Lynn LaMontagne and Elizabeth 
Burke typed up the exhibition notes.  Connie Brayley organized a hotel room set-up 
with original artifacts used at the Casco Bay House.  Ann Marie Train and Kim 

Chase created a fishing and lobstering display.  Jacqui Lunt, Ruth Peterson, and 
Brad Brown all helped with setting up the exhibit.  

Nancy Jordan donated flowers and Lynn Feingold entertained with Colonial Songs during the exhibit that 
lasted only four hours due to another event scheduled there for the 

same day.  We did not have anywhere to store things at that time, so 
everything except what was donated went to the Transfer Station at 
the end of the day.                                                                                                         

Twenty-five years of dedicated volunteer effort and now we have 

an Archives Room and a new exhibit space in the Community 

Center!  Our current membership stands at 52 individuals and 
151 families. We have added 6074 photographic images, 4513 

documents, and 505 artifacts into our search  program. Twenty       
exhibits have been displayed and we have hosted many interest-

ing programs and field trips.  Hooray for us!!!!!!!!!! 

Meredith, Phyllis and Elizabeth mounting the exhibit. 

President Kim Chase waiting to introduce Lynn 

Feingold 
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Key 2020 LIHS Volunteers: 

Trustees: Doug Grant, Marianne Kane, Cheryl Nickerson-Nutter 

Officers: Karen Rea, Pres; Katharine Stewart, VP; Judy Stewart, Recording Secretary; Nancy Noble, 

Corresponding Secretary; Pierre Avignon, Treasurer 

Membership Chair: Marianne Kane 

Collections Committee: Meredith Sweet, Lynn LaMontagne, Karen Rea 

Program Chair: OPEN—is this an opportunity for you? 

Meredith, Phyllis, and Elizabeth mounting the exhibit 



Shirt Stories: Long Island “T”s Through the Years 
Long Islanders love their T-shirts! The 80 shirts in our collection tell a story of island activities, businesses, 

fundraisers, neighborhood, and family events.  Samples were to be used in our 2020 summer exhibit, but of 

course COVID-19 changed our plans. Here is the story of a few of the shirts. 

 A Bit of T-Shirt History: Prior to the late 1800s, men wore union suits or jumpsuits under 

their clothing.   In warm weather the men would sometimes cut their union suits in two at 

the waist, and then wear the top tucked in (or not at all).  In the early 1900s the  P.H. 

Haynes Company and the Cooper Underwear Company began manufacturing T-shirts.  

The U.S. Military officially adopted the T-shirt in 1913, although they first used them in 

the Spanish-American War.  

The T-shirt was generally worn as an undershirt until the 1950s when it became a symbol 

of rebellion because of movies with Marlon Brando and James Dean, although still most-

ly as a plain white shirt. The invention of the screen-printing process and the rebellious 

late 1960s and 1970s saw the emergence of the T-shirt as a carrier of messages and protest.   

www.realthread.com/blog/history-of-the-tshirt-2014-01-30. 

 

A Sample of Our “T”s: 

The oldest T-shirt in the Long Island Historical Society collection, 

donated by Mary Ross, represents her husband George’s service in 

the Army in WWII as a member of the Fort Monmouth Signal Corps 

in the Pacific.   

  

The Art and Soul T-shirt is an example of one created for a specific 

event.  This particular shirt was designed by Laurie Brayley in 2000 for 

volunteers to wear that year at the Long Island Community       Library 

fundraiser.  In the photo, taken by LIHS staff, Joanne Stevens  is selling 

raffle tickets in front of the Long Island Store on the 4th of  July. 

 

 

We have a number of T-shirts from Clarke’s Store and the Long Island Store.  The pink 

shirt is from the 100th anniversary of the store, 1892-1992.  Edgar Clarke’s nephew Bobby Jones, pictured 

below with     Donald MacVane, ran the store in the 1990s.  The shirt featured the unofficial store cat “Mr. 

Bags”.  In 2001 Bill McCalmon and his wife Mary Jane purchased the store and renamed it the Long Island 

Store. The shirt from this time was created by Carol Connor. In 2020 the store was purchased by Matt and 

Catlin Byers and      became the Long Island Bakehouse.   

 

January 2021                                                            Long Island Historical Society                                                                                           7 

https://www.realthread.com/blog/history-of-the-tshirt-2014-01-30


8                                                                           Long Island Historical Society                                                                              January 2021 

As we celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Long Island  Historical Society we honor  

those Charter Members who joined by June 30, 1996 

Carol Bounds* 

Barbara Blaisdell* 

Robert* & Laurie Brayley 

Warren & Connie* Brayley 

John* & Florence Brown 

Margaret Bruns 

Elizabeth Burke 

Kim Chase 

Maud Conner* 

Crawford* & Phyllis* Calderwood 

Carol Compton* 

Benjamin Cushing* 

Eleanor Davis* 

John Davis 

Kenneth* & Nancy* Davis 

Lorraine Doughty* 

Frank* and Brigitte Duley 

Lynn Feingold 

Elizabeth Felton* 

Tory* and Joanne* Flower 

Betty Francomano* 

Joel Greene  

Mark Greene 

Phyllis Greene* 

 

New members: 
Benjamin Beede 

Patty Drew-Brown 

Anil & Gloria Melwani & Family 

 

Kenneth* & Dorothy* Harvey 

Connie Haffner* 

Thomas & Charlotte Hedge 

Rev. David Helms* 

Dorothy Herbert 

Joan Hutchinson* 

Ruth Inman* 

Madeline Johnson* 

Jacqui Lunt 

Ruth Knecht* 

Peter & Lynn LaMontagne 

Susan Longanecker 

Edna Magay 

Thomas & Sharon Marr 

John* and Sandy* Martig 

Donald & Carolyn* MacVane 

Thomas* & Charlotte* MacVane 

Elizabeth McAleney* 

Christine McDuffie 

Joan Merkwaz  

Richard & Maryann Morrisey 

Francis* & Lillian Murphy 

Judith Paolini 

Linda Papkee* 

 

 
Brian Murphy 

Marianna Stewart & Juliet McVey 

John & Bernadette Wallace 

 

Ruth Peterson* 

Janet Prochazka 

Sally Rich Pufall 

Shelby* & Ruth* Putnam 

Virginia Richmond* 

Mary Ross* 

Ralph & Meredith Sweet 

Edward & Ann Marie Train 

Willard & Marion Ulmer 

Phoebe Clarke Walsh* 

Harriett Walter* 

Christine Watters 

Clayton & Mary Wilcox 

Fulton & Susan* Wilcox 

Gail Wood* 

Laurie Wildes Wood  

Scott Wood 

*Deceased 

In Memoriam: 
We remember those who died  

in 2020: 

Birgit Caliandro 

Sister Patricia Joy Conner 

John & Betty Francomano 

James Foden Hanson, Sr. 

Jimmy J. Rogers 

Joan Murphy Soper 

 

Inquires and comments 
Do you have a question or a comment 

about an aspect of Long Island’s  
history, or something you’d like to share 

with us?  Send us an email: 
longislandhistory@hotmail.com 

Another photo from Greg 

Brown’s collection, Doughty’s 

Landing circa 1920s.  Hazel 

Wilson is pictured centered 

seated wearing a hat.  Can 

you help us  identify any one 

else? 
preserving the past, documenting the  

present, archiving for the future 
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