> ﬁm%

B3R

Annual Newsletter January 2017

Dear Members,

As outgoing President of the Long Island Historical Society, I wish to thank all of the officers and project coordinators
for their dedication, creative vision, time and energy in making this Society an actively engaging, educational, and suc-
cessful one over these past three years of my tenure. As we look to the future, the following slate of officers for 2017 is
offered for your consideration at the Annual Meeting on Saturday, January 21, 2017, 11:00AM, Long Island Community
Center:

President: Nancy Berges Vice President: Karen Rea
Treasurer: Pierre Avignon Recording Secretary: Sue Sesto
Corresponding Secretary: Nancy Noble
Trustees (3-year terms): Doug Grant (1st year), Susan Longanecker (2nd year), Judith McIntire (3rd year)

We have now moved in to our new, beautiful exhibit and processing space at the Long Island Community Center. It took
years of persistent, passionate, enthusiastic efforts of the whole island populace and project directors in planning, design-
ing, fund raising, and building of the new Community Center; and I thank you. To all of you who had the vision and nev-
er gave up your dreams for a safe, comfortable, vibrant space where all ages may come together to celebrate and play, I
thank you. Our future looks bright as we explore new ways of presenting the interesting and diverse history of this
unique island town where, we, the people, continue to make history every day.

The move to the Community Center poses significant advantages and challenges. Some of these major advantages in-
clude:
e increased accessibility of archival records and exhibits to the public throughout the whole year (previously, exhib-
its were available only two months in the summer);
e volunteer-friendly working conditions in the new Processing Room (intake of new information and materials was
previously performed in the basement of the Long Island Learning Center Archives Room);
e installation and updates of software for new computers; expansion and integration of this new technology will
greatly enhance our programs;
e maintenance of a consistent temperature will now more fully protect fragile historic records and artifacts stored in
the Archives Room.

Some of the most formidable challenges are recognizing and building upon our strengths through membership, fundrais-
ing, and building a dedicated volunteer force. When our interests and talents bring us together to do the work, we insure
a strong future for this Society. It is the telling, retelling and recording of our stories that will insure a bright and beauti-
ful future for this island; and, hence, the future of its people as well. Please become a member and volunteer with us as
we make tomorrow's history come alive.

Sincerely,

Katharine H. Stewart
Outgoing President
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LLIHS moves into the future

From top left to bottom right: The Society’s original space before it was torn down, Dot Herbert,

Lynn LaMontagne and Meredith Sweet clean up in 1997, Nancy Berges, Newell Stewart Sr.
Newell Stewart Jr, Katharine Stewart, Ralph Sweet, Meredith Sweet, Eric Lindstrom and Carl
Silvestri on moving-out day, and the old fire station gets demolished.

In December of 2013 volunteers gathered at the
Community Center, the location of our exhibit
space since 1997, to begin moving cases and
large artifacts to private homes and the school
basement for storage during the expected reno-
vation of the former World War Il fire station.
Constructed in the early 1940s as a temporary
government building for the U.S. Naval Fuel An-
nex, the structure did not meet current building
codes. Fundraising began in 2009 with the hope
that renovations would meet the community’s
needs. However, as discussion moved forward,
more restrictive codes and complete replace-
ment of the roof, walls and flooring made it all
too obvious that a new building needed to be
constructed.

Demolition began in March 2015. There were
many stumbling blocks as construction continued
through the fall and into the winter of that year.
Finally, the town opened the new building for a
walk-through tour after the May 2016 Town
Meeting. Even then there was still more to be
done to obtain an occupancy permit and to com-
plete the final preparations for a new Processing
Room and Exhibit Space. Harro Jakel was so
pleased when he saw the Society’s space, he and
his wife, Betsy Whitman, donated and installed
engineered wood flooring, much to our delight.
Once the flooring was installed, the stored cases
and artifacts were put back in place and we made
plans for a custom-made counter in the Pro-
cessing Room.
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Top left to bottom right: A worker installs h floor in he So-
ciety’s new space, John Davis carefully transports the model
of the Oster cottage to its new home, Patrick Hopman and

Wes Wolfertz set up a display while Camille Wolfertz looks
on, and Pierre Avignon helps set up the Processing Room.

While preserving memories with new technology

Aaron Davis, working closely with our committee,
optimized use of the space for handling the ac-
cession of new donations.

Pierre Avignon then purchased two new comput-
ers; upgraded Past Perfect software that allows
us to accession and search our collection as well
as prepare exhibitions; and connected the scan-
ners, laser printer and copy machine to the new
computers.

This is an almost unimaginable leap forward from
1997 when Dot Herbert, Lynn LaMontagne, and
Meredith Sweet were scrubbing and painting the
newly acquired LIHS space in the old fire station,
or the winter of 2005/2006 when with only a
space heater for warmth, Bette Fitzgerald, with

technical help from Sharon Anderson, Walter Hauck
and Curt Murley, struggled to learn how to enter
donations into the Past Perfect search program on
our then new laptop complete with floppy discs.
Since 2007, with the help of volunteers working in
our Archives Room in the basement of the Learning
Center, we have made a large portion of our collec-
tion readily available on our computer screens. Da-
ta entry takes a lot of dedicated effort and we wel-
come as many volunteers as will step forward to
add information and scan documents and images to
keep our collection up to date and accessible. If
you have a day, a morning or afternoon, or even
two hours to help — we have a project for you. This
is a great way to learn Long Island’s history and help
to preserve it for others.
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Field trips open history's door

Members Curt and Penny Murley, Roy Fergu-
son, Judy Mcintire, Steve Hart, Nancy Noble
and Beth Marchak inside the main hall. Later
the group had a picnic lunch (right) and
toured special exhibits (below).

In June, Ron Romano, (above) of Spirits
Alive, led Society members on an informa-
tive tour of Portland’s Eastern Cemetery. On
the left, Nancy Berges, Karen Grant, Chris
McDufffie, Connie and Warren Brayley, and
Joyce and Paul Perocchi listen to Ron.

In late July, we spent a day at the Maine Mari-
time Museum in Bath with another knowledgea-
ble docent. We toured the grounds, learning
about the ship building industry in Maine, then
ventured inside for several special exhibits. We
were able to tour the historic home where the
shipyard owner and his family lived, explore the
boat shops and see a special exhibit about steam-
boat travel in Maine.
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In August, Casco Bay's own Donna Damon organized
a full and informative day on Chebeague Island. The
tour included stops and stories at the church, the li-
brary, the community center, the boatyard and more.
We were treated to unique insights that we were able
to share over tea on the beautiful front porch of the
Chebeague Inn at the day's close. Most wonderful of
all was the chance to visit the Chebeague Island His-
torical Society museum space to view their exhibit
about the architectural history of the island. We also
got a special peek at how they store and catalog
items.
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In July, a large crowd gathered at the Learning
Center to hear Hank Lunn tell of his life as a
young boy on a potato farm in Aroostook Coun-
ty. Hank's family employed German POWs dur-
ing WWII to work the fields. Through Hank's
engaging stories we came to understand how, at
least in Aroostook County, people were able to
set aside their differences to make things work
day to day.

Left to right, Cathy Van Dyke, Hank Lunn, and
Sue Hemond, program chair.

Society members and others on the tour included
(left to right) Rich Lane and Margaret Werner, Roy
Ferguson, Alison Paradise, Warren Brayley, Helen
Scott, Jaqui Lunt, Mary Ann Pearsall, Judy Mcin-
tire, Donna Damon, Lynn LaMontagne, Bette Fitz-
gerald, Meredith Sweet, Wayne Fitzgerald, Ginny
Stowell, Karen Grant, Mary-Jo Denefrio, Sue
Hemond, Newell Stewart, Nancy Noble and
Katharine Stewart. On left, Warren enjoys dessert
on the Chebeague Inn porch. Below, the
Chebeague Island museum.
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Visits, gifts, and meetings noted

Steve Johnson has donated to the Society the
scale model of the 31-foot lobster boat "Dawn"
that he built in the 1980s as a gift for his father
George “Bud” Johnson. "Bud" and his wife,
Dawn, are depicted at work on the boat. “This
very special donation will be a wonderful edu-
cational tool in our fishing and lobstering ex-
hibit,” said Meredith Sweet, about the boat.

Three of Melvin and Shirley (nee Lester)
Blaisdell’s children visited Long Island last sum-
mer. Melvin lived with his father on Vaill Island
during the late 1940s and early 1950s. During
their tour of Long Island, they met with LIHS
member Norman Fruchter and his grandson, Jack
Fives. Norm, whose South Beach property over-

il looks Vaill Island, listened as the Blaisdells

shared memories of their dad and his experiences

| living on Vaill.

Left to right, Norm, Steve Blaisdell, Kathy
Blaisdell Ford, Yvonne Blaisdell Mann , and young
Jack.

Society President Katharine Stewart pre-
sided over our 2016 annual meeting. From
left to right, Karen Grant, Susan Long-
anecker, Katharine, Nancy Berges, Paul
Watts, and Nancy Noble move through the
agenda.
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We will miss long-time members and supporters Bill Loafman and
Jasmine Isobe who sold their cottage above Red Sand Beach to
Andy Card. Bill and Jasmine lived on Long Island for 29 years. As
a parting gift, they donated a watercolor of Old Cove by Bill’s
mother, Loyola Mihalek Loafman, who painted it in 1996.

2016 was a busy and productive year

New technology helps members fund preservation

Members and other islanders may now donate money to the
Long Island Historical Society (LIHS) every time they shop
on Amazon. By using Amazon’s charity donation function,
AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, members pay the same
prices and have the same selections as on Amazon.com, with
the added bonus that AmazonSmile will donate .5% of the
purchase price to the LIHS, which is now registered there as
a charitable organization. Here’s how it works: Simply go

to smile.amazon.com from the web browser of a computer or
mobile device and select the LIHS as the charitable organi-
zation to receive donations from eligible purchases. After
that, every purchase of an eligible product

at smile.amazon.com will trigger a donation. Members who
already have a designated a charity and would like to

change their designee to the LIHS, simply go to “Your Ac-
count” and select “Change your Charity.” Questions? Please
contact Steve Hart at wsh9171@gmail.com.

Society members attend their first meeting at
the new Community Center. From left to right,
Sue Longanecker, Sue Hemond, Judy Stewart,
Doug Grant, Warren Brayley, and Marilyn
Connor check out the bright new space.
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Our 2016 Membership

Joellen Anderson

Brian and Kathleen Arsenault
Dave Backman and Cathy Kellerman
Ted and Terry Bailey

Carlene Barron

Carlton and Roseanne Barter
Nancy Berges

Cheryl Boss

Laurie Brayley

Warren and Connie Brayley

Paula Breen

Towanda Brown

Donald and AnneMarie Cady
Edward Calamai and Joy MacVane
Jim and Linda Calderwood

Phyllis Calderwood

Elizabeth Campbell

Marianne Strickland

Kim Chase

Chebeague Historical Society

Cliff Island Historical Society
Madeleine Collinson

Marilyn Connor

Carol Connor

Virginia Cushing

John Davis and family

Nancy Davis

Diamond Island Association

Joe and Rennie Donovan

Drake Family

Madeleine Drew

Ron and Elizabeth Dubois

Brigitte Duley

Dale and Donna Earley

Arliene Favorite

Roy Ferguson/Judy Mclntire

Fifth Maine Regiment Museum
Wayne and Bette Jane Fitzgerald
Ralph and Sandy Fletcher

Fort McKinley Museum c/o Matt Hoffner
Betty Francomano

Norman and Mary French

Norman Fruchter and Heather Lewis
Carolyn Gaudet

Virginia Golden

Doug and Karen Grant

Brian Graves and Melissa San Soucie
Mark and Linda Greene

Joel Greene and Ann Lisi

Erhard and Florence Griffin

Grant Grissom

Constance Haffner

Robert Hanney and Rebecca Wilcox

Jim and Laura Harrington

Steve Hart & Beth Marchak
Walter Hauck and Sharon Anderson
Charles and Jean Healy

Thomas and Charlotte Hedge

Al and Sue Hemond

Tim and Debra Honey

Patrick and Eileen Hopman

Gail Houlihan

John Ingham and Patricia Temple
Michael Jacaruso and Margaret Elsdon
Rod and Emily Jacobs

Michael and Susan Jernigan

Earl and Kathy Johnson

Jack and Cathie Johnson

Steven Johnson and Sandra Moran
Alice Jones

Lloyd and Beverly Jones

Robert and Nancy Jordan

Ann Justice

Tom and Marianne Kane

Brenda Keene

Philip and Anne Kelly

Juanita Kinney

LaMontagne Family

Rich Lane and Margaret Werner
Nancy Lloyd

William Loafman and Jasmine Isobe
Long Family

Samuel and Susan Longanecker
John Lortie and Annie Donovan
Jacqueline Lunt

Laurel Woodbury Mackie
Thomas and Kim MacVane
Donald MacVane

Thomas MacVane

James and Edna Magay

Thomas and Sharon Marr

Mary McAleney and Family
Maryellen McCormick

Steve and Christine McDuffie
Judy Mclntire

Paula McKenney

Joe and Joan Merkwaz

David and Linda Miller

Gregg Mitchell

Madeline Mitchell

Richard Mitchell

LLoyd and Barbara Momborquette
Philip and Cora Moody

Richard and MaryAnn Morrissey
Curt and Penny Murley

Lillian Murphy

Eugene and Linda Nickerson
Cheryl Nickerson Nutter

Toni O'Donnell

Joe and Karen Oldfield

Leonard and Regina Papkee
Chris and Patti Papkee
Randy and Pamela Parker
John and Mary Ann Pearsall
Robert and Susan Perkins
Stanley and Carolyn Peterson
Ruth Peterson

Bob and Kathy Piatek

Sally Rich Pufall

Ed and Karen Rea

Dick and Sally Reece

Mary Reilly

George Reno and Bridget McCormick
Reno

Paul Richmond
Chris Rigo

Jimmy Rodgers and Ethelyne Billings-
Rodgers

Cynthia Ross

Kay Ross

C.A.(Cheryl) Ruhman

William and Jeanne Semonite
Lou and Sue Sesto

John Severance

Carl and Pauline Silveri

Dave and Brenda Singo
Jedediah Spear

Willis and Christine Spear
Patrick and Jane Spearman

Bob and Roberta Steele

Paul and Joanne Stevens
Virginia Stevens

Peachie Stevens

Newell and Katharine Stewart
Wayne and Judith Stewart
Ginny Stowell

Ruth Sutherland Family

Ralph and Meredith Sweet
Sarah Teague

Joe and Maureen Thomas

Will and Amy Tierney

Ed and Anne Marie Train
Willard and Marion Ulmer

Harry Urban and Anne Nelson Urban
Michael Urban and Nancy Noble
Lorinda Valls

John & Anne Wary

Paul and Diane Watts

Michael Wenger and Amber Cilley
Skip and Lisa Werner

Lindsay Werner

JP, Cleo and Adele Werner
Bobby and Lynda Werner

Betsy Whitman and Harro Jakel
Clayton and Mary Wilcox
Wolfertz Family

Scott and Laurie Wood and Family

Don and Betsy Wright
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preserving the past
documenting the present

archiving for the future
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